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NOTES  AND  COMMENTS. 

Under  this  heading,  as  occasion  arises,  the  Bulletins  issued  by  this  Dq[)artmeu 
will  contain,  as  an  appendix,  such  comment  as  may  seem  necessary  or  advisable  upoi 
matters  relating  to  tlie  woric  of  the  ^^  partment  in  connection  with  the  administratioi 
of  the  Adulteration  Act,  the  Fertiliz.  rs  Act,  the  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  or  the  Proprietor 
Medicinea  Act. 

It  frequently  happens  that  corregpondentf;  ask  information  regarding  the  aboTi 
Acta,  of  such  nature  that  the  matter  in  question  possesses  general  interest,  as( 
comment  upon  it  would  prove  acceptable  and  useful  to  others  than  the  immediati 
questioner.  In  such  cases  the  reply  may  find  a  place  in  these  columns.  For  con 
Tenience  of  reference  these  notes  will  be  numbered  in  series. 

A.  MoGILL, 

Chief  AntUtitt. 
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BULLETIN  No.  394 


WINES  AND  LIQUORS 

Ottawa,  February  12,  1918. 
J.  U.  Vdjoent,  E«i.,  K.O.,  B.A.,  L.Ph., 

Deputy  Miniator  of  Inland  Kevenue, 

S".— I  have  the  honour  to  hand  you  a  report  on  114  samples,  purohaaed  by  various 
-iK>cific  names,  which  may  be  included  under  the  comprehensive  title,  Winee  and 
l.iquora. 

An  Order  in  Council  of  February  8,  l»n  (publisbed  by  this  Department  as 
Uiroular  G.  »47)  defines  'le  terms  Wine,  Beer,  Whisky,  Rum,  Gin,  etc.,  and  the 
definitions  given  are  consititant  with  the  ordinary  use  of  theee  terms.  Recoit  legis- 
lation in  several  provinces  of  Canada  has  restricted  or  forbidden  the  sale  of  alcoholic 
liquom  of  the  kinds  referred  to;  and  interested'  parties  have,  in  some  instances,  placed 
"n  the  market  would-be  substitutes  for  these,  and  have  not  hesitated  to  adopt  the 
t*rm8  wine^  beer,  rum,  etc.,  in  describing  audi  substitutes. 

In  oonsequeaoe  of  such  action,  complaint  has  been  made  by  purveyors  of  alcoliolio 
liquors,  and  also  by  purchasers,  who  have  been  duped  into  buying  wine  which  is  not 
wine;  whisky,  which  is  not  whisky,  etc.  Under  the  Order  in  Oouneil  above  referred 
to,  Wkiaky,  Brandy  and  Rum  are  required  to  contain  not  leas  than  43.76  per  cent 
fvolvmM)  of  absolute  alcohol,  equivalent  to  75  per  cent  by  volume  of  proof  spirit. 
Wn  must  contain  not  less  than  37  p«»r  cent  of  absolute  alcohol,  equivalent  to  66  per 
c<Tit  proof  spirit 

Although  a  limit  for  alcohol  is  not  fixed  in  the  case  of  Wine,  this  article  is  defined 
as  "  the  product  of  the  normal  alool  -'j,.  f  rmentation  of  the  juice  of  sound  ripe 
(H-apes,  etc."  Akohol  is  therefore  «  ..  i,  >nstitu«it  of  Wine;  aw)  actual  wines 
show  amounts  varying  from  about  . .  J  p«r  cent  of  proof  spirit. 

It  waa  in  order  to  asoertain  .  ^  .  of  the  oase  that  our  inspectors  were 
instructed,  in  June  of  last  year,  tc  iu  tig,.te  the  matter;  and  the  results  of  their 
investigation  are  herewith  fumisheJ  to  you. 

So  f ar  aa  the  name  under  which  the  article  is  sold  is  concerned,  the  samples  may 
l-«  classified  aa  follows : — 

Sold  as  Whisky 10  samplesi 

"  "  Bum 10  « 

«  "Gin 14  « 

"  "    Wine 45  « 

"  "Alcohol. 1  « 

"  "Brandy... 19  « 

"  "   Medicated  Wine 3  " 

"  "   Cordials,  etc 11  « 

"  "   Beer  or  Porter 8  ". 

Total , 114        " 

36038— 1 J 


mt 


Vifty-thnt?  (.VI)  mtinpltM  iiro  fuiiiiil  to  Im-  true  to  iibiiu'  uimIit  which  mjU,  and  to 
meet  legral  standard*  for  iuch  article :  thirteen  (13)  may  )><■  rcuardtnl  ax  nieotinfr  thi> 
tyiH',  hut  are  Mow  Htiin<lnril  rtiniin-nifut!*  in  one  or  other  n>«|Kft. 

'I'liirty-nine  (:IU)  taniples  art)  clearly  fraudulent,  in  tite  HeiiKe  of  claiminK  to  be 
u'hiit  they  are  not;  while  nine  (I*)  Hiimples  I  have  judged  ^  doubtful,  in  the  abMnce 
of  II  Mtundurd  for  the  term  Cordiiil,  under  whieli  name,  or  un  apparent  e<iuiralent,  the«e 
«ainph-<i  are  sold. 

!)et4iiU  are  given  Wow  : - 

I.lV^oHM  which  iirc  helow  lival  wtreiiirth  in  ,;!i'o)ii>l  (proof  spirit).' 


Number 

76676 

71078 

71081 

71084 

73998 

778*1 

l'>8439 
758S2 
76839 
76841 
76936 
769(0 
75941 


S<il<l  a*. 


Rum 

Coniikc 

Oogimc 

Rum       

Hraml.v 

Port  wine  (unfrruif ntrd). . 

Whinkv 

(»ra 

Gin 

Brandy  

Gin 

Uin 

Brandy 


Proul  Spirit 
Ktnmfth. 


71  Oft 
6A  9ft 
46  U8 
60  74 
ft7  00 
1297 
60  99 
81  32 
60  29 

72  ao 

48  70 

68  14 
64  10 


I 
Deficiency.      Opinion, 


3  9ft 
19  Oft 
39  92 
24  26 
17  91 


6  01 
3  68 
4-71 
2  60 

16  30 
6>« 

10  90 


Pw. 

Adulterated 


PaM. 


Adult<>ratcd 


Tlie  Order  in  Oiuncil  fixing  limiting  iiert-ontuges  for  proof-spirit  !>treugtJi, 
pmvidea  that  liquors  having  a  spirit  strength  l)elow  the  standnrd  may  be  I'gally  sold 
"  when  the  actual  iwrccntage  is  legibly  and  distinctly  ninrkixl  on  each  mid  every 
package,  parcel,  bottle,  or  other  container  of  siich  spirits." 

In  none  of  the  casn-s  above  referred  to  is  this  condition  fultilltHl.  '1  would,  however, 
re»|>ectfully  suggest  that  proceedings  Ik;  not  taken  in  cases  wliere  the  deficiency  does 
not  exceed  five  (5)  per  cent.  This  is  in  accordance  with  usual  procedure;  but  must  be 
regarded  as  an  act  of  clemency,  and  not  as  establishing  a  binding  precedent. 

Tlie  following  sainples  are  sold  as  CordiaU,  or  b}  a  name  which  may  \m  regarded 
«■'  equivalent  to  this: — 


Number. 

.Sold  a«. 

Spirit 
strength. 

Siigam. 

Opinion. 

1 

72^78 
72579 
72680 
72681 
77912 
77913 
77993 
77996 
7H00O 

Mint  Cordial 

1-86 
1  39 
1  74 
1-39 
1  86 
none. 
3  44 
none. 
0  12 

1407 
17  39 
17  01 
22  81 
36  81 
!M07 
40  80 
14  10 
27  63 

I>ouUful. 

2 
3 

Pinwia 

Orange 

4 

Black  Cherry 

II 

6 
7 

" 

8 

„ 

9 

Creme  de  mentlie 

■• 

A  cordial  ia  generally  understood  to  be  an  aromatized  and  sweetened  spirit,  uscl 
as  a  beverage,  a  liqueur,  and  ie  so  defined  by  Webster.  This  authority  furnishes  an 
alternative  definition;  "Any  invigorating  and  stimulating  preparation,  as  a  medicine, 
food  or  drink;  as  a  peppermint  cordial.'' 


In  Uw  abceiu-e  of  any  lejfally  e«t«bli»lio<t  iMuition  of  the  torm,  I  am  unable  to 
«xi>rw«  a  clear  opinion  a*  to  the  genuinpitmB  or  otherwiie  of  these  article*.  I  aui, 
h  .vvever,  convinoed  that  luch  name*  as  "  Cremo  de  Menthe"  are  ifHuerally  understood 
t,.  imply  the  preMn<-e  of  alcohol;  and  the  aale  uf  »  non-alcuholic  i:.iuor  under  »ufh  a 
I  aiiie  ahould  be  regarded  aa  adulteration. 

Thirty-nine  (39)  Haniplt^  are  nold  under  niiuu-s  which  are  Iivally  dtfned,  and  all 
.t  th«ie  namplea  are  adulterated,  in  the  sense  Uiat  they  are  not  what  th«y  claim  to  bei 
iVine*.— Wine  is  the  product  of  the  uornial  nlcobolic  fenneotation  of  the  juice 
.1  the  Krapi'.  Twenty-Meven  (27)  ii«m|>les  sr*  sold  as  Winea;  and  the«)  are  not 
l.tiii.'nt.-d;  II.. r  are  thc.v,  in  any  case.  prtHliiL-ts  of  the  normal  alcoholic  fermentation 
lit  xriMM.'  jiiiif. 

(I'iri.— -Is  a  product  of  the  distillation  of  alcohol  from  juniper  berntie,  and  should 
■iit.iin.  alonir  with  the  volatile  oil  of  juniper,  at  least  05  per  cent  of  proof  spirit.    Four 
It)  samples  are  sold  as  irin  which  fail  to  meet  these  requiremenU 

Brandy.— U  a  product  of  the  distillation  of  wine,  and  should  contain  at  least  75 
|..r  cent  of  proof  spirit.  Three  (3)  samples  arc  sold  aa  brandy  which  fail  to  meet 
tliem^  rei)uirements. 

Porter.— U  required  to  possess  a  spirit  Htrencth  of  at  least  fl  per  cent.  Two  (8) 
siti)|iles  sold  as  porter  contain  less  than  2  jwr  <'<>nt. 

One  sample  sold  hs  WhUley.  one  as  hmn,  mid  one  as  Lager  Heer,  fail  to  meet 
Maiidard  requireroente  for  these  beverages. 

Doubtless  these  articles  are  manufactured  and  M.ld  with  intent  to  meet  the 
niiuirements  of  provincial  temperance  legislation.  They  must,  however,  be  compelled 
to  bear  properly  descriptive  names;  otherwise  they  are  adulterated  under  section  3 
t./i  of  the  Act. 

.\11  of  these  sample*  are  technically  adultcrpted.  Whether  or  not  it  will  be  well  to 
indict  penalty  in  theee  cases,  I  leave  you  to  decide.  I  have  expressed  the  opinion  that 
th.y  are  not  what  they  claim  to  be;  and  the  above-quoted  section  of  the  Adulteration 
Act  applies. 

I  would  respectfully  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact,  which  becomes  more  and  mor.« 
.  \  ileiit  as  my  correspondence  increases,  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  manufacturers 
iir.'  meeting  exceptional  conditif.ns  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  without  any  inten- 
ti..n  of  violating  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Recent  provincial  temperance  legislation  has  interfered  with  the  legitimate  busi- 
II.— <  in  alcoholic  beverages,  and  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surjirise  that  manufacturers  should 
iitii'inpt  to  meet  existing  conditions. 

Tntil  our  Act  distinguishes  between  "misbranding"  and  "adulteration"  I  think 
ii  will  be  only  fair  to  these  people  that  the  Department  should  exercise  leniency  in 
int.  rpretation,  and  T  would  respectfully  suggest  that  in  all  cases  of  technical  adultera- 
tH.ii  of  the  kind  referred  tc,  no  legal  action  be  taken. 

T  beg  to  recommend  publication  of  this  report  as  Bulletin  No.  ,T»4. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  eerA-ant, 


A.  McOILL, 
Chief  Analysi. 
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